Preparation for the Baton to Pass                                                      					         (Setting up your family for when you and/or your spouse pass away)
See “The Call” message by Bill Borinstein from Joshua 1:1-18 dated April 26, 2026 (Stand Alone Message)
1. Will – read yearly
2. Trust/trustee
a. Asset considerations:
i. Assets properly titled in trust 
ii. Bank accounts, non-qualified brokerage accounts, real estate, LLCs, etc. all are titled directly in the trust
b. Personal property (tangible items such as jewelry, watches, collections, books, artwork, automobiles) 
c. Trustee considerations
d. Distributions provisions
3. Guardianship
a. Appointment
i. Consider household dynamic of named guardian – man and wife named?
ii. Name multiple contingents, especially if the primary fails 
iii. Discuss this with the named guardian now.  
b. Theological considerations
c. Financial considerations
i. If you have sufficient wealth, and guardian does not. Recommend separating trusteeship from guardian. Consider providing the entire family with money for certain “family events” – vacation, presents, camps, education 
d. Educational considerations 
4. Funeral wishes
5. Life insurance
6. Healthcare agent
a. Healthcare philosophies – agent makes all decisions for you in your incapacity.  Examples: selection between proposed procedures, choice of pain relief, hire/fire doctors, second opinions, transfer to hospice, nutrition/hydration decisions, experimental procedures. 
b. Diligence of agent – somebody who will talk to doctors, investigate, read, make diligent decisions. 
c. Always name multiple contingences.
7. Living will 
8. Income and expense report - (Quicken, checkbook or similar) An outline of the source of funds and who to contact is important. – oil wells, private loans, off the book rentals, etc. 
9. Balance sheet - (assets including retirement accounts, property, loans) a simple outline 
10. Bank records Contact info of personal/private banker
11. List of agents – insurance, investment advisors, CPA, attorney
12. Business dealings - Outline buy-sell arrangements to beneficiaries to avoid any surprises
13. Passcodes - for computers and electronic devices
14. Social Security numbers
15. Fund for emergencies
16. Teach - (model for) your children the value of trusting the Lord, church, youth group
17. A conference table - with your family on all the above
